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Biography of God, The

Skip Heitzig

Thomas Jefferson. Martin Luther King Jr. Winston Churchill. C.S. Lewis. All outstanding men with amazing life stories, but in all of history, one biography stands out above the rest. The Biography of God gives an in depth look at His character and nature, and delves into the theological and personal profile of our Heavenly Father. As this series searches the scriptures to lead the believer to a discovery of who God is and how He is sensitive to the human condition, it will both lift up and humble at the same time.
Table of Contents

	#
	SCRIPTURE:
	MESSAGE:

	1
	Hebrews 11:6
	Can God Be Known?

	2
	Romans 1:18-22;Psalms 19:1-6
	Is Anyone Up There? Looking For Clues

	3
	Psalms 19
	"Now Hear This!" How Does God Speak?

	4
	Exodus 33-34
	I'm God...and You're Not!

	5
	Exodus 34:5-7
	God: A Short Autobiography

	6
	Psalms 139:1-6
	The God Who Knows-It-All!

	7
	Psalms 139:7-12
	Godisnowhere

	8
	Psalms 139:13-18
	My God is Bigger than Your God!

	9
	Isaiah 6
	God's Most Unpopular Attribute

	10
	Matthew 28:16-20
	I Don't Get It! How Can Three Be One?

	11
	John 14-17
	Two Thirds is Not Enough

	12
	John 9:1-7
	The Dark Side of God

	13
	Acts 21:1-15
	GPS: God's Positioning System

	14
	Genesis 18:1-15
	How to Be God's Friend


	[image: image2]
	SERIES:
Biography of God, The

MESSAGE:
Can God Be Known?
SPEAKER:
Skip Heitzig

SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 11:6

URL:
http://SkipHeitzig.com/628



MESSAGE SUMMARY
Today we start a brand new series of messages I'm calling, "The Biography of God". The very subject matter of "God" is the loftiest of all subjects and the pinnacle of all pursuits. As we discover who God is and how He is perceptible to the human condition, we will be both lifted up and humbled all at the same time. The great transition that must be made, however, is to not stop with gathering information about God but by believing and acting in the light of that information, thus truly knowing Him.
DETAILED NOTES
I. Two Great Realities
· God Exists
· God is Personal



II. Two Great Requirements
· Requires Faith
· Requires Pursuit



A Personal Response:
1. Write your own personal "statement of faith” that details the things you actually believe. Then compare it week by week to the specific biblical references that we cover about them in this series. See how close the two are and keep asking yourself, "Do I really believe this?”

2. Name two personal benefits you have discovered from feeding off the truth in your own life. What difference has it made?

3. >From these verses, what is the relationship between belief and behavior? How true is that in your own life?
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
We all remember the scene in The Wizard of Oz when Dorothy and her three friends come to approach the "Great Oz". Out of the corner of their eye, they notice a man pulling levers behind a curtain-working the mechanical, smoke-breathing Oz. The man then reacts by announcing, "Pay no attention to the man behind the curtain!" But how can they not? The man is the explanation for everything to them. They discovered that Oz didn't really exist! So how do we know that God exists and isn't a fabrication or projection of our own imaginations?
DETAILED NOTES
I. First Clue: Look for A Cause
· Sometimes called the Cosmological Argument 

 

II. Second Clue: Look at the "Cosmos"
· Sometimes called the Teleological Argument 

 

III. Third Clue: Look within the Conscience 
· Sometimes called the Moral Law 

 

A Personal Response:
1. Tell someone this week your spiritual journey: How you came to believe in, respond to and trust in Jesus Christ. Can you also point to objective evidence for such an experience?

2. Books I Recommend: 

· Reasonable Faith: William Lane Craig, Crossway Books

· Can Man Live Without God? Ravi Zacharias, Word Books

· What's So Great About Christianity? Dinesh D'Souza, Regnery Books

· God is Relevant, Luis Palau, Doubleday Books

· The Case for Faith, Lee Strobel, Harper Collins, Zondervan

· Evidence That Demands a Verdict, Josh McDowell, CCFC Books
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
This is the age of communication. Cell phones, email, text-messaging, i-chatting and YouTube broadcasting are as common as coffee. (Some people are even talking the old-fashioned way—face to face with the person.) So how does God communicate? How does His message, His biography get out to the world? And more importantly, perhaps, who’s listening?
DETAILED NOTES
I. Generally—In the World
· A. Continually (1-2)

· B. Universally (3-6)


 

II. Specifically—Through the Word
· A. It Can Save the Soul (7a)

· B. It Can Satisfy the Mind (7b)

· C. It Can Satiate the Heart (8a)

· D. It Can Stabilize the Future (8b-9)


 

III. Personally—To the Worshipper
· A. We Must Value It (10)

· B. We Must Obey It (11-14)


 

A Personal Response:
· 1.      What things can we know about God generally from listening to nature? What things does creation not tell us about God? Why do we need special revelation to get the whole picture?

· 2.      Compare Jesus' view of the Bible (Matt. 4: 4, Matt 5:18 and Matt. 24: 35) with your view. Are they the same? How does your daily reading and obeying of it reflect your view of it?
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
The only way to know someone is for that someone to reveal himself/herself to us. We discover who that person is as he tells us about himself. Moses wanted to know God better and God tells Moses about Himself. This is the only place in scripture where God lists His own characteristics and qualities there are four phases to this touching story:
DETAILED NOTES
I. Revolt 


II. Request


III. Revelation


IV. Response




Think About This:
1. Can you think of any times when God has made Himself known to you even during or after you’ve blown it? What does this tell you about the kind of God He is?

2. Think of the heart cry of Moses in Exodus 33:18. How closely does this reflect your own pursuit in life? How about making this your prayer for the week?

3. What are you prepared to do when you discover something new about God?

	[image: image6]
	SERIES:
Biography of God, The

MESSAGE:
God: A Short Autobiography
SPEAKER:
Skip Heitzig

SCRIPTURE:
Exodus 34:5-7

URL:
http://SkipHeitzig.com/641



MESSAGE SUMMARY
In studying the Biography of God, there's no better source than God Himself. This is one of the primary passages in all of Scripture about who God is; it is His own autobiography. This is God telling us about Himself. As God reveals to Moses who He is, he begins by declaring His name and then listing several of His primary character traits. It's not unlike meeting anyone for the first time. We get their name and then learn some things about them. As we relate to God, then, these experiences are what we can expect to find.

DETAILED NOTES
I. His Designation: יְהוָה 
A. The Statement of the Name 
B. The Significance of the Name 
 

II. His Description:
A. Beneficial Attributes: "Merciful, gracious, longsuffering"
B. Bountiful Attributes: "Abounding in goodness, abound in truth"
C. Balanced Attributes: "Keeping mercy, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin"

"By no means clearing the guilty, visiting the inequity..."

 
Think About This:
1. What is the meaning of your name? How closely does your personality resemble its meaning?

2. What does it mean to pray, "in Jesus’ name"?

3. Of all of God’s listed attributes here, which surprises you most? Why? Which is most attractive to you? Why?
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
A little boy climbed his neighbor's apple tree when he saw their car leave. He didn't realize while he was stuffing his pockets full of apples that another neighbor was watching through a pair of binoculars and saw the whole thing! God isn't spying on people, trying to catch them doing something wrong; but God is aware of everything. Such a truth has a profound effect on us: it can either be very comforting or else extremely unsettling. As we continue with the biography of God, let's consider what God knows.
DETAILED NOTES
4. God's Knowledge Stated (Vs 1)





A. On a General Level





B. On a Personal Level





5. God's Knowledge Studied (Vss 2-5)





A. He Knows Every Movement





B. He Knows Every Motive





C. He Knows Every Moment





6. God's Knowledge Surrendered To (Vs 6)



Pondering the Principles: 
7. Look up Romans 11:34. Have you ever tried to counsel God--to tell Him how to run things even though your knowledge would be considered near Zero when compared with His?

8. Why is "wearing a spiritual mask" both illogical and wrong when approaching God?

9. How does this attribute (God's omniscience) bring you comfort and enjoyment?
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DETAILED NOTES
I. The Rhetorical Question
II. The Rational Conclusion
A. Death Can't Hide Us From God
B. Distance Can't Hide Us From God
C. Darkness Can't Hide Us From God
Topic: Omnipresence of God

Keywords: omnipresence, death, darkness, reputation, everywhere
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
There are so many different belief systems out there! Some people have a god that isn't very big and can't do very much. He smiles a lot but is weak and helpless to act. It's not a whole lot different from ancient times, really. The Syrians once said that Israel's God was "a god of the hills and not of the plains" (1 Kings 20:28). Their view of God was limited and powerless. So what's your view? Does it match the Bible's description of our Awesome God?
DETAILED NOTES
I. God's Work is Marvelous (Vs14b)


II. God's Workmanship is Meticulous (Vss13-16)

A. Creation

B. Gestation

C. Determination


III. God's Wisdom is Matchless (Vss17-18)


This Could Become More Than Another Sermon: 
10. Make God's Omnipotence (All-Powerful nature) the subject of your consideration this week. Look up these passages (Job 38:1-18, Job 42:1-6). How should mankind relate to God in light of His power, strength and wisdom?

11. How does our faith and God's power interact for powerful results? See Jesus' conversation with the father of an oppressed son (Mark 9:17-24). 

Topic: Omnipotence
Keywords: omnipotence, power, beliefs
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
Ask most people to tell you the first word that comes to mind when they think of God and it will be,"love" or "grace" or "forgiveness". All of these are wonderfully comforting attributes of God; but another key attribute that is seldom considered is His holiness. Today we observe one man's encounter with God and we learn some lessons about what it means to have a personal relationship with a Holy God.
DETAILED NOTES
I. Holiness Describes Separation (Vss 1-4)

 
II. Holiness Deepens Conviction (Vs 5)
 
III. Holiness Demands Purification (Vss 6-7)
 
IV. Holiness Develops Commission (Vs 8)
 
This Could Become More Than Another Sermon: 
12. In the past how have you viewed holiness? As something outdated, irrelevant, or harsh? Or is it something relegated only to God? How important is it for this attribute to be emulated by His followers? 

13. Why is an understanding of the holiness of God essential to grasp the need for the cross of Christ and the inevitability of divine judgment?  

14. We become like the One we worship (See Psalm 115:8). How are you becoming godly?

Topic: Holiness
Keywords: Separation, Conviction, Purification, Commission, holiness 
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
1+1+1=1. Is this New Math? No, it's the doctrine of the Trinity. The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. At the very heart of the Judeo-Christian faith is the belief that there is only one God. Yet the Bible clearly teaches the plurality within the Godhead--three persons who are distinct from one another yet perfectly One in essence. What are we to make of all this? And why is it important? Today let's consider two major truth statements.
DETAILED NOTES
The Natural Resists the Supernatural



A. The Ancient Disciples' Struggle



B. The Modern Disciples' Struggle



 


II. The Scriptural Remedies the Natural


15. What the Scriptural Teaches



16. What Scriptural Teachers Taught

 


This Could Become More Than Just Another Sermon: 


17. Any teaching that doesn't affirm the Trinity is heresy. Heresy is a strong word--it means false doctrine--heterodoxy--the opposite of the historic Christian faith as affirmed by Scripture and creeds of the church. Find a copy of the Apostles' Creed and study it. What parts do you agree with or disagree with?



18. Memorize Acts 20:28. What does this imply? How unusual was this for a Jewish rabbi (Paul) to say?



19. What implications does the Trinity have on the way we pray? On the way we treat those closest to us?

Topic: Trinity
Keywords: trinity, holy, spirit
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
"The mind of man cannot fully understand the mystery of the Trinity. He who would try to understand the mystery fully will lose his mind. But he who would deny the Trinity will lose his soul" (Harold Lindsey and Charles J. Woodbridge, A Handbook of Christian Truth). Last week we discovered that Scripture reveals One God in three distinct Persons. Today we consider the personality of all three Persons in the One God and Their role in our lives. Further, how can we relate to the Triune God in practical terms?
DETAILED NOTES
I. All Three Do Work (John 14:10-17)


A Creation




B. Incarnation




C. Salvation




D. Revelation



II. All Three Deserve Worship (John 16:23-24)

20. Cultivate Their Presence
21. Communicate in Prayer

III. All Three Demonstrate Oneness (John 17:20-21)

 

A. Unity Among the Triune God


B. Unity Among the People of God 



This Could Become More Than Another Sermon: 
22. Take time to analyze the way you talk to God and consider how prayer might become more thoughtful and more powerful in light of the truths highlighted today.

23. What does God want you to do now about broken relationships in your life?

Topic: Trinity
Keywords: Trinity, God-head, Holy Spirit
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
"If God is in charge and loves us, then whatever is given is subject to His control and is meant ultimately for our joy" -Elizabeth Elliot. That perspective (which is the biblical one) is far from the typical sentiment about pain. Most ask, "If God really loved me, how could there be evil and suffering in this world--especially for me?!" To study God at all, this issue must be dealt with: Why is God’s world so messy? Where is the evidence of His power and love in such a suffering world?
DETAILED NOTES
I. A Common Contention (vv. 1-2)


II. Some Typical Explanations (v. 2)


A. The "Sin" Explanation


B. The "There Can't be a God" Explanation


C. The "God Wants to Help but Can't" Explanation





III. A Needed Clarification (v. 3)


 


IV. A Spiritual Obligation (vv. 4-7)




This Could Become More Than Another Sermon: 

1. Can you look back on your past and see where it seemed like you were being "trapped by suffering"--only to discover later on that the event benefited you in the long run?


2. Suggested Resources:

Philip Yancey, Where is God When It Hurts? Dr. Paul Brand, Pain: The Gift Nobody Wants, Jon Tal Murphee, A Loving God & A Suffering World, Warren Wiersbe, Why Us? When Bad Things Happen to God's People, James Dobson, When God Doesn't Make Sense.
Topic: Who is God

Keywords: god, pain, sovereignty, suffering
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
Part of a relationship with anyone is knowing what that person expects. We wonder, "What does that person want from me in this relationship?" Relating to God is no different. So how can we know what God's will is for our lives? What kind of guidance can we expect? A notable example from Paul's life furnishes an excellent template for exploring this question. It was a confusing time, and many people didn’t agree with Paul's decision - but he felt it was God's will for him.
DETAILED NOTES
I. The Guidance Principle: Faith 





II. The Guidance Person: Holy Spirit 





III. The Guidance Predicament: Conflicting Voices





IV. The Guidance Particulars: Three Satellites




A. Personal Conviction




B. Scriptural Direction




C. Accountable Instruction





This Could Become More Than Another Sermon:


24. Try a new practice: Every morning, when your eyes open and before your feet touch the ground, commit the day to the Lord with a simple expression: "Lord, this day is yours. I have certain plans, but I ask you to take complete control of every minute of my day." You might even want to use the Lord's Prayer as your pattern for personal expression.

25. Do you view the discovery of God's will as an adventure? A nuisance? A confusing issue?

26. How does your relationship with the Holy Spirit make a difference in decision-making?

Topic: Who is God
Keywords: relationship, will, god, instruction, direction, conviction, guidance
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MESSAGE SUMMARY
For the last fourteen weeks we've looked at "The Biography of God." In this loftiest of all subjects and the pinnacle of all pursuits, we've discovered Who He is, what He is like, and how to relate to Him. We must always remember not to stop with just gathering information about God--we need to truly know Him in a personal way. Abraham provided a model for us in how to do that as a friend. Four qualities form the template for being God's friend.
DETAILED NOTES
I. Spontaneity (v. 1) 


II. Humility (v. 2)


III. Ministry (vv. 3-8)


IV. Conformity (vv. 9-15) 



This Could Become More Than Another Sermon: 
27. How does the fact that Jesus was called "the friend of tax collectors and sinners" (Matthew 11:19) encourage you?

28. In what ways would you say your relationship to God has been like a friendship? In what ways has it not been like a friendship? What actions can help change that?

29. Friends are "at ease" in each other's presence. What areas of your life do you feel skittish about letting God into? What activities would you stop if God were visibly present?

30. I ask for all of my friends here at Calvary to please pray for me this next week while I'm in India ministering! (I'll be working on my accent). Thank you.

Topic: Who is God
Keywords: god, humility, conform, friend, abraham, relationship
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